JOAN    OF    ARC
theory of their origin by psychological preparation. The
archangel Michael was, in France, the most revered of
the heavenly hierarchy after the Trinity and the Virgin
Mary. He was the patron saint of the struggling Valois
dynasty and had evolved into the acting patron of the
whole country. Whereas Saint Denis, the accredited
national patron, had somewhat lamely allowed his shrine
outside Paris to be captured, Michael had gallantly de-
fended his in Normandy against the most furious assaults
of the English. Hope and patriotism were kept alive in
the hearts of many Frenchmen by the thought of the
Lily still proudly flying in the far depths of the English
conquest on the rocky Mount of Saint Michael-in-Peril-
of-the-Sea. It was a bit of astute insight on the part
of one of Joan's judges to ask her why it was not Saint
Denis rather than Michael who announced her mission
to her; and it is interesting to notice that she denies
having seen Gabriel, the archangel whom God tradition-
ally entrusted with His announcements to mortals. Above
all what France most needed from Heaven was a soldier,
and it was of Michael, commander of the celestial hosts,
conqueror of Satan, that the prophet Daniel had said:
"And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great
prince which standeth for the children of thy people;
and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was
since there was a nation even to that same time: and
at that time thy people shall be delivered, . . ." If ever
the time had come for France it was then.
His winged figure stood against a pillar in the church
of Domremy. Facing him was, and still is, Saint Margaret,
protector of women and especially peasants, who died to
protect her chastity from the lecherous governor of
Antioch, Olibrius. The church of Maxey on the opposite
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